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- & HE author of the following examination hath prefixed the 
Quaker's Reaſons for non-payment of Tithes, that he may 
prevent all ſuſpicion of miſrepreſentation, and alſo that the Reader 
may have a more clear perception of what is ſaid on both fides of 
the controverſy. Theſe Reaſons are commonly put into the hands 
of New Collectors of Taxes ; doubtleſs, that they may be as ſcru- 
pulous in demanding, as the Quakers in paying. Had they not 
made an impreſſion upon ſome in the Pariſh, to which the examiner 
belongs, they had never attradted his Notice. But being conſulted 
eencerning the Legality of demanding and tevying thoſe Church 
T axes, the diſagreeable Taſk cou'd not be avoided, Although the 
Publiſher of theſe reaſons hath Herm, that they are founded on 
inconteflable principles, and unanſwerable ; yet the author of this 
examination fiatters himſelf, what he hath ſaid, will be ſufficient 
to expoſe their Fallacy, But, notwithſtanding any opinion he 
may have of his own performance, he wou'd be extremely glad to 
fee the ſame deſign executed by ſome perſon of ſuperior abilities. 
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The People called QuAKERS do 
not pay TiTHEs, &c. 


SS- ECAU Pi int- 
1 j 8 88 1 1 e eh n 
e B at © y God, under the Meſaical 


@. | jon 
1 * 87 Law, for the portion of the 
ens 7 ovites in lieu of their inhe- 


ritance in the Land of Canaan, as well as for 
their ſervice in the Temple, which being long 
aboliſhed and deſtroyed, all obligation to pay 


Tithe, as of God's appointment, ceaſed there- 
with. 


A 2 2. Be- 


2. Becauſe being a part of the ceremonial 
Law, which was abrogated by our Saviour's 


offering himſelf once for all a propitiatory ſa- 


crifice for the ſins of the whole World, to pay 
or receive Tithes now, is to continue that in 
part, which he came to aboliſh, 

3. Becauſe we are of the judgment, all com- 


pulſory maintenance of Miniſters is contrary to 
the doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt our great Lord and 
Law-giver, who firſt and above all others ſhou'd 


be heard in this matter, and whoſe Injunction 


we are of opinion virtually prohibits the prac- 

tice under the Goſpel, as the ſame is expreſſed 

in his charge to the firſt Miniſters thereof, 

Matthew 10. 8. * Freely ye have received, 
freely give”. 

4. Becauſe we find no precept nor prece- 

dent in the New Teſtament for the receiving or 

| paying of Tithes: But on the contrary we 

, underſtand the payment of Tithes, and all forced 


maintenance 


1 


: maintenance of Miniſters to be in direct oppoſi- 
tion to the Apoſtolical doctrine and practice, as 
8 the ſame are recorded in the ſacred writings of 
0 that age, and evidently appears from the follow- 

ing concurring ſcriptures. || I have, faith Paul, 
K coveted no man's ſilver or gold, or apparel; yea, 


you yourſelves know, that theſe hands have 


. miniſtered unto my neceſſities, and to thoſe that 

4 were with me. I have ſhewed you, that ſo 

labouring you ought to ſupport the weak. + For 

8 ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail, 

5 for labouring night and day, becauſe we wou'd 

£ not be chargeable to any of you, we preached 

1 | unto you the Goſpel of God. || For we behaved 

not ourſelves diſorderly among you, neither 

1 did we eat any man's bread for nought, but 

oj wrought with labour and travail night and day, 

- that we might not be chargeable to any of you. 
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Ads 20, 33, 34, 35. 1 1 Theſſ. 2, 9. | 2 Theſſ. 3. 7, 8. 
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1 
And again, + What is my reward then? Verily 


that when I preach the Goſpel, I may make 


the Goſpel of Chriſt without charge, that I 
abuſe not my power in the Goſpel. - And the 


Apoſtle Peter, who well underſtood his great 


Maſter's mind herein, writes thus to thoſe, who 
had been called to the ſpiritual overſight of the 
Churches. || Feed the flock of God, which iS 
among you, taking the overſight thereof, not 


by conſtraint, but willingly, not for filthy lu- | 
cre, but of a ready mind; neither as being Lords | 


over God's heritage, but being enſamples to 


the flock. 


5. Becauſe by eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, particu- 


larly Se/den's hiſtory of Tithes, it appeareth, 


that Tithes were not claimed, or paid in the | 


Chriſtian Church for the three firſt centuries. 


6. Becaufe Tithes were one of the many in-| 


novations and impoſitions introduced in the 


Church, | | 


1 1 Cor, 9, 18, 19, || 1 Pet, 5. 2, 3. 


k 


Church, in the night of groſs darkneſs, and 


apoſtacy from the original purity, and as ſuch 
to be rejected, withſtood and teſtified againſt in 
the reſormation or return from the Apoſtacy. 
7. Becauſe Tithes for the ſole uſe of the 
pariſh-prieſt obtain'd not, till about the 1375 
Century, when they were appointed to be paid 
by a decretal Epiſtle of pope Innzcent the third. 


8. Becauſe the ordinance of the Pope, direc- 


ting the payment thereof, appears a plain con- 
> tradition to the ordinance of Jeſus Chrift, whoſe | 


ordinance in point of conſcience, we are bound 


to obey. 


« But we find, it is urged againſt us, that 
the clergy do not now claim Tithe by divine 


right; but as the proviſion for their ſupport 


appointed by the Laws of the Land ; that al- 
though they were formerly granted by Princes 
or People bigoted to popery, and blinded by 
miſguided zeal, or paid in compliance with the 
ordinances of popes or popith councils; yet be- 
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ing now the grant of the Parliament, and the 


payment thereof by the Legiſlature ordain'd, and 
made a part of the Laws of the Land; it is the 
duty of all, as ſubjects, to comply therewith ; 
and pay or ſet out their Tithe, as the Law di- 


recs.” 


To this we anſwer, that we pay all due re- 
ſpect to the Laws of the Land, and where for 
conſcience- ſake, we cannot actively comply with 
the Law, we have patiently ſubmitted to the 
penalties annexed to the non-compliance there- 
with: And when theſe penalties became griev- 
ous, we have, with proper reſpe& not thought 
it unreaſonable or unbecoming us, to lay our 
ſuffering caſe before Parliament, in order to 
ſeek redreſs. e | 


But this objection appears to us more ſpecious 
than ſolid. The national Laws in this particu- 
lar are grounded on conſiderations inadmiſſible 


by us; they enforce the payment of Tithes on 
| the 


via | 
the ſuppoſition of divine right, as * due to God 


and holy Church. Whoever therefore claims 
Tithe by the Laws, virtually claims them, as 


aue by divine right: for the Law, as far as 


we underſtand, grants them on no other conſi- 


deration; and therefore our reaſons againſt 


paying them are not invalidated by the reaſon- 


ing of ſuch, as urge the Law of the Land 


againſt us. 


Vet further our ſcruple is really conſcientious, 


| we think our Saviour hath utterly aboliſhed 


Tithes, with the ceremonial Law, to which 
they belonged ; and hath virtually prohibited all 
extorted maintenance to Goſpel Miniſters. That 
his immediate followers ſo believed, and fo ac- 


ted, 1s evident to us from the whole tenor of 


their writings: that his authority in his Church 


is ſuperior to every human authority, we pre- 
ſume will be univerſally allowed : that no man, 


Or 


* Preamble to the Act 32. Hen, VII. N. B. Henry VII. did not reign 24 
Years, therefore the reference muſt be wrong, hut more of this hercafter, 


viii] 
or body of men, as men, are infallible, is a 
proteſtant principle: and that neither the ma- 
giſtrate, nor the legiſlature, more than any other 
men, can anſwer for our doing or omitting, 
what in conſcience we believe to be our duty. 

On theſe clear principles We think ourſelves 
juſtified in not paying Tithes, in with-holding 
our active compliance with the Laws of the 
Land, which enjoin us to pay them, and de- 
clining voluntarily to contribute in any way to 
the forced ſupport of Miniſters. On the ſame 
principles, we allow no ſtipends for the ſupport 
of our own. 

We admit the power of the civil magiſtrate, 
and the obligation of human Laws, their full 
ſcope in civil ſociety, as far as they regard meer- 
ly civil matters; and ſo far we pay full ſubmiſ- 
ſion thereto, reſerving to God the things, which 
are God's; particularly the ſole dominion over 
the conſcience. Whoever will carry his rea- 
ſoning from the force of human Laws farther | 

than 


mation. 


golden image. 


did aforetime. 


| reaſoning thus: 


to God, judge ye.“ A#s 4. 19. 


[ is ] 
than this, in our apprehenſion will extend it 


beyond the limits of ſcripture, of the principles 


of the chriſtian religion, and thoſe of the refor- 


From ſcripture, where human Laws 


contradicted the divine Law in the conſcience, 


ve have ſundry inſtances of divine approbation 


attending the preferring of the divine Law. 


Firſt, In the caſe of the Shagrach, Meſback 
and Abednego, who refuſed compliance with the 


King's decree in falling down to worſhip the 
Secondly, Of Daniel, who in 
diſobedience to the Law of the Medes and Per- 


ans, with his windows open towards Feruſalem, 


prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he 
Thirdly, In that of Peter and 
Jobn, who, when commanded by the rules of 


? the Jeus to ſpeak no more in the name of Jeſu, 


durſt not yield obedience to their command, 
« Whether it be right in the 
ſight of God to hearken unto you more than 
On this 


principle 


1 
principle the chriſtian Martyrs ſealed their teſ- 
timony with their blood; and on this principle 
the proteſtant Reformers expired in the midſt of 


the flames. 


We truſt this objection is now fully anſwered 
on inconteſtable principles, and that no injuri- 
ous inſinuations can be fairly drawn from our 


reaſoning, as if we meant any parallel between 


the rulers of thoſe times, and our oẽ-n: We are 
fully ſenſible of our obligation to the preſent 
Government for their indulgences to us. Our 
conduct beſpeaks our diſpoſition : To facts, as 
the beſt witneſſes thereof, we appeal for the 
uprightneſs of our intentions. To thoſe in- 
truſted with the ſword of magiſtracy, we dare 
refer ourſelves for a teſtimony of our peaceable 
demeanour, and ready obedience to the legal 


rule. 


PINTS 


ET 1 


X N N M NM MXN MX N N 
NM eee 


CEE. wat NN nc 
F 


5 PRC 

E XAMINATION. 
4 | SER Y peruſing the reaſons premiſed, 
2 S * $ 
are A B * 


ent "= N © : i ; 
N laid the foundation of his 


the Reader will eaſily diſcover, 
that the compiler of them has 


r $ hole ſuperſtruQive upon thoſe words of our 
Saviour to his Apoſtles, ©* Freely ye have re- 
the ; 

; eived, freely give:” which words are part of 
an he charge he gave them when he firſt ſent 
m7 hem out to preach the Goſpel. The whole 
able 12 | 

= | paſlage runs thus; © As ye go, preach, ſay- 
eg | 


ing; the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, 
eal the fick, cleanſe the lepers, raiſe the 
ead, caſt out devils: © Freely ye have re- 
eived, freely give,” Provide neither gold, nor 


ſilver, 
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filver, nor braſs in your purſes, nor {crip for 
your journey, neither two coats, neither ſhoes, 
nor yet ſtaves: for the workman is worthy of 
his meat.” + 

The Ryakers, juſtified, as they pretend, by 
theſe words of our Saviour, not only refuſe to 
pay Tithes, but all Taxes, that are laid upon 
them for the ſupport of Miniſters or Churches: 
they wou'd have all Miniſters reduced to a ſtate 
of penury, and all Churches into conventicles, 
like their own ; herein cooperating with the 
Romiſh Prieſts and Jeſuits, who, when they 
cou'd no longer retain the revenues of the Church 
to their own uſe, left no ſtone unturned, no 
means untried to reduce the reformed Clergy to ; 


poverty and contempt. 
They farther ſay, that the Miniſters N J tl 1 


preach the Goſpel without fee or reward, 20 


their own do; as if their practices were to bed 
rule | 


+ Matt. 10. 7, 3, 9, 10. 


a 


4 RI 


rule and law to all mankind, or at leaſt deſerved 
univerſal imitation, If this propoſition were 
by univerſally agreed to, all orders of Miniſters 
3 wou'd be reduced to one, ſomewhat like that 
q of Mendicant Friars in the Church of Rome, 


= to 9 || whoſe emiſſaries wou'd then play their own 


pon game, and having deprived the flocks of their 


hes: 3 ſhepherds, wou'd ſoon find various ways of flee- 
Z icing them ſeverely, as we know they did the 


cles, ¶ people of theſe Kingdoms for many generations. 
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AR $ 


the But to return to the text; this direction, 


they 4 { Freely ye have received, freely give,” ſeems 
arch F o me to relate principally, not to the offices or 
d, no E naintenance of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, but 
gy to o the miraculous cures which the Apoſtles 


\ ere empowered to perform. This is alſo evi- 
ght to Jent from the charge itſelf, at the end of which 
rd, at is added, That the workman is worthy of his 


o be eat; for what will it profit a man to have 


1 — all 


rule nerited a reward, if he may not receive it? 
1 By 


Hoc Ithacus velit, & magno mercentur Atride, Vitg. ZEneid II. 


L- 41 


By faying that the workman is worthy of his 


meat, our Saviour plainly intimates, that while 
his Apoſtles were preaching the Goſpel, they had 
an equitable right to ſupport from thoſe, who 
enjoyed the benefit of their labours ; with this 
further aſſurance, that in the courſe of the divine 
providence, all their wants ſhou'd be ſupplied. 
＋ An approved writer hath very juſtly obſer- 
ved, That our Lord forbade his Apoſtles to 
provide beforehand ſuch things, as might be 
neceſſary, during their journey; becauſe they 
wou d be troubleſome to them in traveling; and 
ordered them to go out thus unfurniſhed, partly 
that they might be inured in his own lifetime, 
to bear the hardſhips, they wou'd be expoſ- 
ed to, when diſcharging the Apoſtolic func- 
tion, after his death; and partly that their faith 
in the providence of God might be confirmed. 


For it muſt have afforded them great comfort to 
reflect 


+ See Mr. Knight's Par: and Comm: on the Harm: of the four Goſpels, 
P. 119, 120, and the Notes. 


as ] 


reflect upon the ſingular care, that was taken of 


them, while out on their firſt miſſion, entirely 
deſtitute of any means of ſubſiſtance, but what 
the divine providence ſupplied, and wholly un- 
prepared to execute ſuch an undertaking.” 
Every rule preſcribed, and every promiſe 
made to the Apoſtles, are not to be applied to 
the preſent Miniſters of the Goſpel in equal 
degree. The Apoſtles were commanded neither 
to provide gold, nor filver, nor braſs in their 
L - purſes: nor ſcrip for their journey, neither two 
y coats, neither ſhoes, nor yet ſtaves. Wou'd it 
be a fin in a modern Miniſter to provide ſuch 
things on ſuch occaſions? An Apoſtle was not 
to meditate beforehand, when he ſhou'd be 
brought before Kings and Magiſtrates, what he 


ſhou'd anſwer ; having a promiſe, + that the 
Holy Ghoſt wou'd dictate, what he ſhou'd 


ſpeak, and what he ſhou'd anſwer. What 


think you? If a Miniſter of the Goſpel were 
B falſely 


+ Luk: 12, 11, 12, 


Ya 

| falſely accuſed of any crime, and were convened 1 
before a Judge to anſwer to the accuſation laid | 
againſt him, wou'd it be a fin in him to pre- 


pare for his defence? If that were the caſe, I 
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fear, he wou'd often be moſt unjuſtly con- 
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demned. 

But let us not deviate too far from the par- 
ticular point in debate. Shou'd it be admitted 
as indeed it ought not, that theſe words of our 
Saviour to his Apoſtles, ©* Freely ye have re- 


— 
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ceived, freely give,” did refer to their preaching pit 


. 1 ] bf error. OO . 2 
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only, yet it will by no means follow, that tge 
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+ preſent Miniſters of the Goſpel are reſtrained 


from claiming and receiving the legal proviſion, 


that is made for their ſupport; for this indeed | 
is the free gift of the public to them; nor are 


they to be branded with that odious name of 


Hirelings, as they frequently are, for ſo doing. 


W 2 „% 


The Apoſtles were to travel round the World 


© EOEEtS 


for the propagation of the Goſpel ; they were 


endowed with many ſupernatural powers and 


- i gifts ; 


q © a. 
1 gifts; they had a ſpecial promiſe of protection 


and ſupport from above, and were accordingly 
protected and ſupported by a ſpecial interpoſi- 
. tion of divine Providence in their behalf. And 
; therefore the ſame rules, as I ſaid before, are 
not to be extended to the preſent Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, as to the Apoſtles in equal degree. 


He is an Hireling, who enters into the Miniſtry 


for the ſake of Hire only, which it is hoped, 
= few of the Clergy of the eſtabliſhed Church do. 
5 Will you call the brave Soldier, that freely en- 
Y gages to fight for his King and Country, an 
Fo  Hireling, becauſe he receives his pay? Or will 
{ you call a Miniſter of ſtate, that employs his 
time and talents, and exerts his utmoſt care and 
vigilance in the ſecurity and advancement of the 
public welfare, an Hireling ; becauſe he hath 
an honourable ſalary annexed to his office? They 
may have, and they do profeſs to have, ſuperior 
motives. And is no credit to be given to ſuch 
| profeſſions ? St. Paul aſſures the Corinthians, 
3 ＋ that 
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+ that he ſought not their's, but them; yet the 
ſame Apoſtle declares, that * as he, that plant- 
eth a vineyard, eateth of the fruit of the vine- 
yard ; and he, who feedeth a flock, eateth of 
the milk of the flock ; that as they who miniſ- 
ter about holy things, live of the things of the 
Temple; and they, who wait at the altar, are 
partakers with the altar; even ſo hath the Lord 
ordained, that they, who preach the Goſpel, 
ſhou'd live of the Goſpel. That if the Apoſtles 
had ſown unto their converts ſpiritual things, 


it was no great matter, if they ſhou'd reap their 


__ BY 
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carnal things, and + that it is the duty of him, 


that is taught in the word, to miniſter unto him, 
that teacheth in all good things. || For the 
labourer is worthy of his reward; or as our Savi- 
our ſaid, when he ſent out the ſeventy upon the 
ſame errand, on which he had ſent the twelve 
Apoſtles before; * for the labourer is worthy of 


his hire. 


Tt 


F 2 Cor: 12, 14. 1 Cor: 9. 7, 11, 14, 14. 1 Gal: 6, 6, || i Tim: 5. 
18. # Luk: 10. 7. | g 


3 
It ſeems not improbable to me, that this 
doctrine of the Quakers had been early inſinuated 
by the enemies of the Goſpel; and therefore 
the Apoſtle cautions the Galatians againſt being 


led into an error by ſuch deceivers; and plainly 
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intimates, that to pretend to believe the Goſpel, 
and yet to withold neceſſary ſuſtenance from the 
Preachers of the Goſpel, is to mock God. And 
therefore he adds, 4 Be not deceived, God 


is not mocked, for whatſoever a man ſoweth, 


85 


that ſhall he alſo reap.” And I may add yet 
farther, that if the Apoſtle's authority be per- 


> mitted to have any weight with us, we are to 


add ſomething more beſides theſe carnal things, 
3 as he calls them, I mean, a due reſpect, eſteem 
and honour, * Let the elders, that rule well, be 
counted worthy of double honour, eſpecially they, 
bat labour in the word and doctrine. 

And here I might very properly take notice 
of the opprobrious names, which ſome of the 
B 3 Fraternity 


+ Gal: Kin * x Tim: 5. 17, 18. 


. 9 
Fraternity do freely beſtow upon the Miniſters 
of the eſtabliſhed Church, and alſo ſhew, how 
eaſy it wou'd be, more conſiſtently with Truth 
and Charity, to retaliate, For tho' by their 
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rejecting the uſe of lawful Oaths, tho' by their 
affected appearances of ſanctity, their peculiari- 
ties of dreſs and language, they wou'd have us 
to believe them to be Saints, they are as often 


found Sinners, as the reſt of their neighbours. 


+ But ſuch mutual accuſations will decide no 4 
| queſtion. If indeed the Miniſters of the eſta- i 
| |  bliſhed Church are falſe teachers, as they affirm; | | 
then I muſt confeſs myſelf unequal to the de- 
fence of their claims. + But, if the charge lies 
moſt juſtly againſt themſelves, then the Miniſ- 
ters of the eſtabliſhed Church ought to be ſup- 


ported, the more for this very end and purpoſe, 


that 


+ Nil agit exemplum, litem quod lite teſolvit. Hor: Sat: III. Lib: II. 
Li 102. 


+ See Smollett's account of the family of Love, 


many of whoſe doctrines are the ſame with thoſe Hiſt; Vol: 6, P: 326, 
of the Ruakers. 5% he > 29 7 on TR So Teng 
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that they may preſerve the people committed 
to their charge free from the ſeductions of ſuch 
deceivers. And thus the concluſion of the mat- 
ter will be, that ſuch cauſcleſs Separatiſts make 
the maintenance of an eſtabliſhed Miniſtry the 
more neceſſary, and ought for that reaſon to 
bear rather more of that burden, than the reſt 
of their neighbours, according to a known de- 
termination of the ſtate in a ſimilar caſe. 

But here again our opponents rejoin, that, 


this is begging the queſtion, and taking it for 


granted, that you are in the right, and we in 


the wrong. This point is not to be ſettled now; 
it muſt be left to the impartial Reader's judg- 
ment ; and there, for the preſent, I ſhall leave 


it; only adding, that if the exemption, they ſo 


vehemently contend for, cou'd be obtained; that 


exemption wou'd be a more perſuaſive argument 


in favour of Quakeriſm, and perhaps bring more 
Proſelytes to it, than any, that have been yet 


produced. 
„ But 


[ 12 J 


But it is time to conſider more particularly 


the ſeveral Reaſons why the people called Quakers 
do not pay either Tithes or any other certain 
proportion of their property, ſuch as the legiſ- 
lative power hath appointed for the ſupport 
and maintenance of the Church and its Miniſ- 
ters. Any other certain proportion, I ſay, be- 
cauſe in many places a far leſs proportion than 
a tenth, is required of them, which, notwith- 
ſtanding, they with equal obſtinacy refuſe to 
pay; complaining of perſecution and oppreſſion, 
when compelled, as the Law directs. In ſhort 
the language of their behaviour is plainly this ; 
they wou'd not pay a ſingle farthing to the ſup- 
port and maintenance of the Church and Clergy, 
if they cou'd avoid it. And the true queſtion is 
not, whether they are obliged to pay Tithes, 
but ſuch proportionable part of their property, 
as their lawful Governors have laid upon every 
member of the community for the purpoſes a- 


foreſaid. 4 
The 


we. it 


The queſtion in controverſy being thus truly 


5 I ated, let us repeat the Quyater's firſt reaſon. 
| « Tithes were appointed by God, only under 
the Moſaic Law, for the portion of the Levites 
tin lieu of their inheritance in the Land of 
= Canaan, as well as for their ſervice in the 
Temple, which being aboliſhed and deſtroyed, 
= © obligation to pay Tithe, as of Gods appoint- 
ment, ceaſed therewith.” 
JI o this objection our anſwer is, we admit, 
yy that Tithes are not claimed by the Miniſters of 


* 


* 


| 


| the Goſpel in lieu of any inheritance, That 


& the Temple is deſtroyed, and that the ſervice 


a 
* 
* 

1 » 


* 


* 


1 * 
„ 


performed there, particularly ſuch as was offer- 
ed to God at the three great feſtivals of the 
Paſſover, Pentecoſt, and Tabernacles, to which 
every male in the Land was obliged to reſort, is 
not required of us; | yea, that the whole ſervice 
ſo far as it was Ritual, Typical and National is 
| aboliſhed, I ſay ſo far as it was Ritual, Typical 
and National only, becauſe as it was Moral and 
Spiritual 


C8 


Spiritual it was no where performed in higher 
perfection than in the Temple. Their prayers 
for Temporal and Spiritual Bleflings, their pe- 
nitential Pſalms, their Hymns and Songs of | 
Thankſgiving were moſt excellent: and had the 3 
whole Jewiſh Nation been converted to the faith 
of Chri/t, I ſee no reaſon why the Temple might 
not alſo have been converted into a Chriſtian 
Church, proper Miniſters appointed for the 
performance of public worſhip therein, and part 
of the Tithes continued, and applyed to their * 
maintenance, Let it alſo be obſerved, that tge 
Jews had many other houſes of God in their 
Land beſides their Temple, I mean their Syna- 
gogues, which were neither to be built nor ſup- 
ported without expence. And this was the 
reaſon, * that they thought themſelves under fo 
very great an obligation to the Centurion for 
having manifeſted his love to their Nation by 
building them a Synagogue, Tithes, as the 

Publiſher 


* Luk: 7. 3. 


AY 


] i BE, ADR. 


1 
fy 
£ 


Publiſher of the Reaſons hath ſaid, were ap- 


N 


the Abolition of the Temple at Jeruſalem and 
1 the ritual ſervice performed there, did by no 


Ws 


pointed by God for the portion of the Levites 


in lieu of their inheritance, as well as for their 


ſervice in the Temple. Will it follow, that 


becauſe their ſervice in the Temple was aboliſh- 


ed or ſuperſeded, therefore they muſt have no 


inheritance amongſt their brethren? If the 
Publiſher of the Quaker's reaſons had been a 
Levite, he wou'd not have reaſoned thus. From 


the Reaſons now mentioned, it appears that che- 


© means infer an Abolition of all Obligation 


(with reſpe&t to the Jews) to pay Tithes, 
as of Gods appointment. Let it however be 
ſuppoſed, that the Temple, to which the wall 
of partition belonged, being broken down, the 
ſervice performed therein is ſuperſeded, and that 
Tithes are not to be paid for all the former pur- 
poſes, nor are now of divine appointment; tho' 
that be more than ſome other writers on the 
ſubject 


198 
ſubject will admit; will it follow, that Chriſ- 
tians are not bound to worſhip God in public 
as well as Jews? If it muſt be granted, that 
they are, I alk again; are not Churches to be 
built and Miniſters appointed, and both ſup- 
ported and maintained for that purpoſe? And 


can this be done without Expence? And as 
both are deſigned for public uſe and benefit, 
ought not the burden of their ſupport and main- 


tenance to be public too? And have not civil 


Governors a juſt authority to impoſe a Tax fol- 


that purpoſe ? And what doth it avail to impoſe 
a Tax if it may not be levied? If the Quakers 
are to be exempted; why not every other mem- 
ber of the Community? And then there will 
be neither Church nor Miniſter. That a tenth 
part is generally appointed, israther anargument 
in its favour than otherwiſe: and for this reaſon, 
becauſe Moſes under the divine direction thought 
this proportion the fitteſt at that time. But this 
is no rule to the Governors of Chriſtian ſtates. 


For 


* 


For this proportion may be too large or too ſmall. 
In either caſe, doubtleſs, it is in the power of 
Governors to reduce the Inequalities to a nearer 
equipoize. And for my own part, I heartily 
& wiſh, they wou'd. But ſo long as matters re- 
main upon their preſent baſis, not only Quakers, 
but all others of every denomination (of which 
there are but too many, in this unhappy, be- 


cauſe divided, Land) are bound in conſcience, 


in due ſubmiſſion to the juſt authority of their 
law ful ſuperiors, to pay their ſeveral propor- 


7 3 
tions. 
* 


ö And thus we proceed to conſider the Quaker's 


© ſecond reaſon for their non-payment of Tithes, 
vi. Becauſe the payment of Tithes being 
appointed, as a part of the ceremonial Law, 
which Law was abrogated by our Saviour's of- 
fering himſelf, once for all, a propitiatory ſacri- 
fice for the fins of the whole world; to pay or 
receive Tithes now, is to continue that in part, 
which he came to aboliſh,” 878 

The 
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The Law given by Meſes conſiſted of three 


different parts, Moral, Judicial and Ceremonial. 


The precepts of the Moral part are as much in 
force as ever they were, not as given by Moſes, T 
for in that reſpect they were addreſſed to the 2 
Jews only, according to that preamble at the | 
giving of the Law, Hear O J1/rae/; but as being 
founded on the nature of things and the dictates 

of right reaſon. Theſe are of perpetual and 
eternal obligation; and theſe our Saviour did 3 
moſt exactly fulfil, and hath not weakned, but bs 
ſtrengthened, their obligation. The figurative 2 


and typical ordinances of the Law of Moſes, 1 
which were included in the ceremonial part of is 
that Law, he hath alſo fulfilled, and by that 
completion hath abrogated. For when the an- K 
titype is come, the type is out of doors; the 3 
continuance of which is not only unneceſſary, 0 
but alſo ſeems to imply a denial, that the anti- 1 
type is come; and therefore it is not to be re- io 
tained. The ſacrifice of the Paſchal Lamb and J 
all 


, 
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all other ſacrifices enjoined in the Law of Moſes 


. were prefigurative of the Death of Chriſt, and 
are no longer of uſe, ſince by his own death he 
hath made an effectual atonement for the ſins 
of the whole World, and is become the author 
of eternal ſalvation to all them, that obey him. 
To continue thoſe ſacrifices therefore wou'd be 
to ſuggeſt, that the death of Chriſt was not an 
all- ſufficient ſacrifice, upon the terms of the 
= Chriſtian covenant ; and conſequently a renun- 
? ciation of our Chriſtian Faith. 

5 I add further, that in the Law of Moſes, there 
„ 8 was a number of poſitive ordinances intended to 
| ll forve as an hedge to keep the Jews from going 
L aſtray into Heathen paſtures, and learning their 
works. Theſe alſo are paſſed away, now that 
the partition wall is broken down, and the Gen- 
les and Jeus are admitted into one and the 
ä ſame fold. There were alſo other burthenſome 
ſites, which were to ſerve, as ſchool-maſters to 


bring 


long for the liberty and ſpirituality of the Goſ- 
pel. Theſe alſo have had their uſe, and are 


; : By 5 
no objection lies againſt a tenth any more than 


ad cujus præſeriptum omnes, qui in Rep. ſunt, vitam inſtitvere debent. 
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bring the Jews to Chrift, and to make them 


paſſed away. But which of all theſe are Tithes? 


Tithes are not ſacrifices ; they are not Types; 


they are not paid to ſupport Judaiſm, the Temple 


or its ſacrifices; nor becauſe they were enjoined 


by the Law of Mo/es, but by the Law of the J 
Land; to which every ſubject is bound to ſub- 1 


mit. + A Law is that rule, which every mem- 


ber of the community is bound to obey in things 


lawful. And we all know; and I have full, 


proved, that it is lawful to contribute a part of 
our ſubſtance to the ſupport of Chriſtian Churches 
and Miniſters. As to the quantity of the part 


againſt any other part, which the Government, . 


under which we live, may think fit to appoint. 
But 


+ Zouch El: Par: 1. Se: 5. Lex eſt, cui omnes obtemperare convenit, & 


U wn 1 
But it is not a tenth part only, againſt which 
the Quakers do object. For even where leſs 
than a fiftieth is required, they refuſe the pay- 
mnt, tho' it is not demanded of them as a 

Tithe, but as a legal Contribution. Let them 

not therefore pretend a ſcruple of conſcience, as 
if the payment of what the Legiſlature had ap- 
| pointed, were unlawful, + for that, which is 
N not prohibited, is lawful; and when enjoined 
a by a juſt authority binding. And I think, 1 


F- may ſafely defy the whole Fraternity to prove, 
* we are prohibited to pay a reaſonable part 


of our ſubſtance, for the maintenance of the 
© Chriſtian Church and its Miniſters, by any 
Law, divine or human. Tithes, we know, 
f were in uſe ſome hundreds of years, before 
11 oſes was born. * Abraham, the friend of God, 
Y the father of the faithful, with whom the Co- 
| venant was made, paid them to Melchizedec, the 
C the 


: $2 ouch Par: 2, Sect: 1. 
Gen: 14. 20. Heb; 7, 6, 


+ ReQi aliquis gradus eſt, quod fit licitum; licitum quod non prohibitum, . 
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© b 
the King of Salem, and Prieſt of the moſt high 
God. Jacob's vow at Bethel, long before the 5 
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birth of Moſes, is another ſtrong recommenda- 
tion of the appointment even of Tithes for the E 
maintenance of public worſhip. For he vowed | 
a vow, ſaying, if God will be with me, and keep 9 
me in this way, that I go, and will give me bread ” 
to eat, and raiment to put on; fo that I come a- | b: 
gain to my Father's houſe in peace; then ſhall the 1 
Lord be my God. And this flone, which I have © 


. 
2 


ſet for a pillar, ſball be God's houſe: and of all © 
that thou ſhalt give me I will ſurely give the tenth * 
unto thee +. And it is moſt certain, that even 
amongſt the Egyptians, the Prieſts had a certain 25 
portion of Land appointed for their maintenance, & 
which To/eph wou'd not purchaſe for Pharaoh, b 
tho' he bought for him all the Land of Egypt 
beſides. For thus it is written. || And Joſeph 
bought all the Land of Egypt for Pharaoh ; for 
the Egyptians fold every man his field, becauſe the | ; | 


famine HF 
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s p famine prevailed over them ; Jo the Land became 
; Pharaoh's : only the Land of the Prieſts bought he 
” i not : for the Prieſts had a portion aſſigned them f 
| ; Pharaoh, and did eat the portion, which Pharaoh 
1 gave them; wherefore they ſold not their Lands. 
J + The Romans had their Laws enacting Tem- 
* ples to be built and decorated at the public ex- 


= 


= pence. It ſeems therefore, that there is ſome- 


'J thing of a moral nature manifeſted in the con- 
Y current practice both of Fews and Gentiles, and 

Fo founded on the reaſon of things for the appro- 
J priation of ſome part of our ſubſtance to the 


maintenance of Religion and its Miniſters: and 


FP leave with the Legiſlature, where it ought to 

Ta be left both by us, and our opponents. 

, 1 I do therefore humbly conceive, that the 
cn of the Quaker's reaſons did greatly err 


C 2 in 


Þ Leges-----------0ppida publico 
Samtu jubentes, et Deorum 
Templa novo decorare faxo, Hor: Ode 25, L: 2. 
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in making the payment of Tithes, a part of the 


ceremonial Law, and conſequently abrogated 


therewith. For there ſeems to me to be no af- 
finity between Tithes, and Ceremonies. Ce- 
remonies are light and airy things, the bare 
circumſtances of the external form of Religion. 
The payment of Taxes is ſomething more ſub- 
ſtantial. And therefore not abrogated or a- 
boliſhed as a ceremony; nor as a type, for 
Tithes had nothing figurative in them; + and 
as they are of a moral nature, they neither 
were, nor were intended to be, aboliſhed by 
the coming of Chriſt. The Chriſtian Religion 


was not to be without its Churches or Temples 


and Miniſters, any more than that of the Jews, 
which Churches cou'd not be built and ſup- 
ported, nor Miniſters maintained without ex- 
pence. 

F Shou'd the Fervs, according to tbe faith of ſome, ever be converted to 


Chriſtiagity and reſtored to their native land; I make no doubt, but that the 


Levites wou'd yet revive their claim to Tithes, as being due to them by right of 


inheritance, and by the gift of God, 


1 


pence. Theſe neceſſary expences mult be raiſed 
in ſome way or other. And I need not tell you 
again, by whom that matter ought to be deter- 
mined. The application indeed of ſuch Taxes 
is not to be the ſame under the Goſpel, as under 
the Law. They are not to be laid out in the 
ſupport of the Temple at Jeruſalem, as the feat 
of a confined, national, or figurative worſhip, 
nor in the coſtly ſacrifices of bullocks, lambs 
and he-goats, which can never take away fin ; 
but in providing Churches for the public wor- 
ſhip of God in ſpirit and in truth, and proper 
Miniſters to ſerve and attend therein; whoſe 
office it is to preach to the people the inſuf- 
ficiency of the Jewiſh ſacrifices, and the ſuf- 
ficiency of the ſacrifice of Chri/t, which is ex- 
hibited once a Month at leaſt, in all or moſt of 
the Pariſh Churches in England by the moſt 


fignificant emblems, and virtually implied in 


every prayer, we offer up to God, hoping for 
acceptance thro' the meritorious obedience and 


C2 ſufferings 
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ſufferings of his only begotten Son. So little 
reaſon had the publiſher of the Quaker's reaſons 


to ſay, that to pay, or receive Tithes, is to 


continue that in part, which he came to aboliſh. 


which God gave to the Jeu by Moſes, which 
we are not bound to perform by virtue of that 
Law ; yet neither is that a reaſon, why we 
ſhou'd not perform any of the duties enjoined 


therein, for then we mult reje& the ten com- 


mandments. There are alſo many things pro- 
hibited in that Law, which we may lawfully 
do, notwithſtanding that prohibition ; * other- 
wiſe it wou'd be fin to wear garments made of 
linen and woollen, or to ſow a field with min gled 


ſeed. Thoſe things, which are manifeſtly ex- 


are Tithes, or ſome other part of our ſubſtance, 
for the ſupport of Chriſtian Churches and Mi- 
niſters. 


* Levi 19. 19. 


* 


There are many things enjoined in the Law, 


pedient, may ſtill be retained ; and of this kind | 


"% 1 


niſters. This we may juſtly aſſert, altho we 


do admit, that thoſe things, which the coming 
of Chriſt, was intended to ſuperſede, cannot 
now be retained amongſt Chriſtians without 
renouncing in ſome ſort our Chriſtian faith. 
What theſe are, it is not neceſſary now to en- 
umerate, the Church of England, as by Law 
eſtabliſhed, retains none of them. 5 
And thus we diſmiſs the publiſher's ſecond 
reaſon, viz. that Tithes were aboliſhed as part 
of the ceremonial Law, (of which I preſume 
you may now form a proper judgment) and 
proceed to that which follows. We ought 
not to pay Tithes, ſays he, (and let me add) 
nor any contributions to the ſupport of the 
eſtabliſhed Church and its Miniſters (for that he 


really means to ſay) becauſe we are of the judg- 


ment, that all compulſory maintenance of Mi- 


niſters is contrary to the doctrine of Chrift, 
whoſe Injunction, we are of opinion, virtually 
prohibits the practice under the Goſpel, as the 

C 4 ſame 


1 
ſame is expreſſed in his charge to the firſt Mi- 
niſters thereof. «© Freely ye have received, 
freely give.” 
To this I anſwer, that if our Saviour has ac- 
tually prohibited the maintenance of his Miniſ- 
ters under the Goſpel, there is an end of the 
debate. But our opponents are only of the judg- 
ment or opinion, that he has, not explicitly, 
but virtually prohibited ; not the maintenance, 
but the compulſory maintenance ; let us ſpeak 


to the maintenance firſt, and leave the compul- 


fon to the conſideration of the next reaſon for 
non-payment, wherein it again occurs. If no 
proviſion is to be made for the maintenance of 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, what did our Sa- 
viour mean, when he ſaid, Hat the Labourer 
is worthy of his meat, and his hire, or what 
St. Paul, when he plainly and poſitively declares 
f that the Labourer is worthy of his reward; 
and that the Lord hath ordained, that they, 
who 


« Matt : 10. 8, 1 1 Tim: 5, 18. 
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who preach the Goſpel, ſhou'd live of the Goſ- 
pel, and many other texts of like import, which 
have been already produced? Will they ſet one 
doctrine againſt another? That wou'd be to 
ſubvert all reaſoning in proof of any doctrine 
from Scripture, as enjoining contradictions, both 
which cannot be according to truth, and con- 
ſequently not of divine revelation. But, as I 
have clearly ſhewn before, thoſe words of our 
Saviour, Freely ye have received, freely give,” 
do principally relate to the miraculous powers, 
with which he had endowed his Apoſtles. Pray 
obſerve the connexion. As ye go, preach, 
ſaying; The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, 
heal the ſick, cleanſe the lepers, raiſe the dead, 
caſt out devils; freely ye have received, freely 
give.“ That is, freely communicate theſe pow- 
ers to others (as they afterwards did to many 
believers) and uſe them to the benefit of other 
men, and to the confirmation of your doctrine, | 
as you ſhall ſee occaſion. T heſe were not to 
, 
be 
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be bought or ſold. And that was the reaſon of 


the ſevere rebuke St. Peter gave to Simon Ma- 
gus, + who when he ſaw, © that thro' laying on 
of the Apoſtles' hands, the Holy Ghoſt was given, 
offered them money, ſaying, give me alſo this 


power, that on whomſoever I lay hands, he 


may receive the Holy Ghoſt; to whom St. Peter 
anſwered, thy money periſh with thee, becauſe 
thou haſt thought, that the gift of God may be 
purchaſed with money : Thou haſt neither part 
nor lot in this matter ; for thy heart is not right 
in the fight of God: repent therefore of this 
thy wickedneſs; if perhaps the thought of thine 
heart may be forgiven thee; for I perceive, that 
thou art in the gall of bitterneſs and the bond of 
iniquity.” * Thoſe words therefore of our Sa- 
viour, ©* Freely ye have received, freely give,” 


28 


T Acts 8. 18. e 23. 


* N. B. The grand cauſe of the Qgater's Error in this caſe is this; they do 
not diſtinguiſh between the payment of a Tax for the performance of ſacred offices, 
and the payment of it for the ſupport and maintenagce of the Church and it: 
Minifters, e 
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as they referred principally to the exerciſe of” 
the miraculous powers conferred upon the Apoſ- 
tles, do neither enjoin nor prohibit the making 


a legal proviſion for the maintenance of the Chriſ- 
ſt ian Church and its Miniſters. Neither did the 


primitive Chriſtians nor the Apoſtles underſtand 
them ſo; the former giving to the Apoſtles, and 


the Apoſtles receiving large contributions from 


e | them. For thus we read. With great power 
t gave the Apoſtles witneſs of the Reſurrection of 
it the Lord Jeſus; and great Grace was upon them 
is all, neither was there any among them, that 
lacked : for as many as were poſſeſſors of Lands 
or Houſes, ſold them, and brought the prices 
of the things, that were ſold, and laid them at 
the Apoſtles feet; and diſtribution was made 
unto every man, according as he had need.” F 
as The Quakers therefore cannot ſay, that it was un- 

lawful 


hey de + Acts 4+ 33, Ke. There is a ſtrange difference between the Quakers and 


A thoſe firſt Chriſtians, But here I wou'd not be thought to.infinuate, that all 
Chriſtians are bound to follow their example, | 


( 32 ] 
lawful either for the people to give, or the 
Apoſtles to receive, theſe carnal things. 

But the fraternity is of the opinion and judg- 
ment, that contributions cannot be legally im- 
poſed. But what ſignifies private opinion and 
judgment againſt truth and right? An erroneous 
conſcience cannot juſtify a wrong conduct. It 
leads a man into ſin, whether he acts according 
to its dictates or not. If he acts according to 
its dictates, his action muſt be wrong; becauſe 
his judgment, by which his actions are deter- 
mined, is ſo. If againſt them, then he hath 
done, what he himſelf thinks wrong, and con- 
ſequently he muſt be a ſinner. 

But the objection lies not ſo much againſt the 
maintenance of Miniſters, as the legal impoſi- 
tion of a Tax for that. purpoſe and the compul- 
ſion of a compliance. This is the thing, that 
galls them. Hear then what we have to ſay in 
ſupport of it; that which is not prohibited, is 


lawful; that, which is A and expedient, 
may 


1 


may be enacted by a Law; a Law without a 
ſanction to enforce its execution is inſignificant, 
and will always be found ineffectual and uſeleſs; 
eſpecially where any Tax or Tribute is to be 
raiſed. But a legal proviſion for the mainte- 
nance of Chriſtian Churches and Miniſters is 
not prohibited, yea it is expedient; it is there- 
fore the proper matter of a Law, and may be 
enjoined or appointed by a Law ; and that Law 
ſupported by a ſanction, ſufficient to render it 
effectual. Theſe are more inconteſtable prin- 
ciples, than any the Publiſher of the Quater's 
Reaſons for non-payment, even of Tithes, hath 
produced or can produce. 

I have ſaid, that a power to compel payment 
is neceſſary. This all Law-givers have found 
to. be true by the experience of near fix thou- 
ſand years. Let them, but for a few years only, 
impoſe Taxes, for the ſupport of the Church 
or State, without a clauſe to enforce payment, 


and the conſequence will be the ruin of both, 


In 
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In a word this objection our opponents have it 


in their power to remove, whenever they pleaſe. 
Let them pay each their quota contentedly and 
chearfully, as others do, with a proper zeal for 
the honour of God and Religion, and the ob- 
jection will immediately vaniſh. 

Oh! „ but this forced maintenance ſtands in 
direct oppoſition to the apoſtolical doctrine and 
practice, as the ſame are recorded in the ſacred 
writings of that age, and evidently appears from 
the following concurring Scriptures.” 

Here the publiſher quotes the words of St. 
h Paul, || I have coveted no man's fiver, or gold, or 
apparel; yea, you yourſelves know, that theſe hands 
have miniſtered to my neceſſities, and to them that 

were with me; I have ſhewed you all things, how 
that ſo labouring ye ought to ſupport the weak. 
And here I will add, that theſe words were ad- 
dreſſed to the Elders at Epheſus, to whom he 
| committed 


Ads 20, 33, 34» 35. 


E 
committed the care of the Flock, over which 
the Holy Ghoſt had made them Overſeers. 

As to the firſt part of this quotation, I have 
coveted no man's filver, or gold, or apparel, it 
is eaſily anſwered ; for a man may certainly de- 
vote himſelf, to the ſervice of the Church with- 


out being influenced by any covetous principle. 


He, that will peruſe a treatiſe entitled an ac- 
count of the miſeries and hardſhips of the infe- 
rior Clergy, will find, that very many might 
have employed the money expended in their 
education, and their time and talents to much 
greater advantage with reſpect to this World ; 
I; and that many even of the lower claſs of Me- 
chanics have been able to make a much better 


proviſion for themſelves and their families, than 


they ; yea and with much leſs painful labour ; 
inſomuch that it might almoſt juſtify the ſaying 
of the author above referred to; that he who 
devoted ſuch a one to the ſervice, inſtead of a 


Prieſt made him a ſacrifice, But let us not be 


ed 


too 


= 

too querulous, the piety of many honourable, 
great, and good perſons have taken large ſteps 
towards removing the complaint. St. Paul was 
by his occupation a Tent-maker. * And by 
this means he was ſometimes enabled to earn 
more than was ſufficient for his own ſupport ; 
the ſurplus of which he might apply, as his 
own charity might direct, and the infant ſtate 
of the Church requires, till ſuch a number was 
converted, as might render ſuch low employ- 
ments unneceſſary. Is it therefore neceſſary, 
that in the preſent, more mature, ſtate of the 
Church all Miniſters muſt be Mechanics? Sure- 
ly no. If this were the caſe, I fear, Religion 
wou'd ſoon ſhare in the contempt, that wou'd 
fall to the lot of its Miniſters; and ſuperſtition, 
profaneneſs and infidelity make a quicker pro- 
greſs in the World than now they do, which 
needeth not. Different times and different 


circumſtances require different conduct. St. 
Paul's 


* Acts 18. Jo 
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Paul's actions, therefore can be no rule to ſuc- 


ceeding generations, till circumſtances are the 
ſame. And much leſs do they make it un- 
lawful for the Legiſlature to appoint a ſettled 
maintenance for the eſtabliſhed Church and its 
Miniſters. 

As for the reſt of the charge, it is a rule to 
all Miniſters ; they are and ever will be obliged 
to labour to ſupport the weak, and to feed the 
flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made them 
Overſeers, not by ſerving Tables, or making 
tents, or learning ſome mechanic art or trade, 
for that purpoſe; but by all the ways and means 
ſuited to the dignity of their Office and cha- 


Tacter. - 


The next quotation from the writings of St. 
Paul is taken from his firſt Epiſtle to the Theſ7: 


* For ye remember, brethren, our labour 


and travail, for labouring night and day, be- 
cauſe we wou'd not be chargeable to any of you, 
D we 


1 Theſſf: 2, 9. 


* 

we preached unto you the Goſpel of God.“ 
How far all ſucceeding Miniſters are bound by 
the Apoſtles example, in this matter, has been 
declared, and needs not be repeated. But I 
think the publiſher of theſe reaſons ſhould have 
looked back to the ſixth verſe, where he wou'd 
have ſeen, that tho' the Apoſtle laboured night 
and day rather than he wou'd be chargeable to 
the Theſſalonians, (and no doubt he had a good 
reaſon for his conduct on this particular occaſion) 
yet it was not, becauſe he might not have been 


burdenſome, as the Apoſtle of Chrift ; and per- 


haps he might have ſaid to them, as he doth to 
the Corinthians. + Have I committed an offence 
in abafing myſelf, that ye might be exalted ; becauſe 
I have preached to you the Goſpel of God freely? 1 
robbed other Churches, taking wages of them, to do 
[ Jou ſervice. And when I was preſent with you, and 
. wanted; I was chargeable to no man: For that, 


which was lacking to me, the Brethren, which came 


from 


"4 
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from Macedonia, ſupplied; and in all things I have 
kept myſelf from being burdenſome unto you, and ſo will 
I keep myſelf. And wherefore? becauſe I love you 
not? God knoweth. But what I do, that I will do, 
that I may cut off occafion from them, which defire 
occaſion, that wherein they glory, they may be found 
even as we, For ſuch are falſe Ap:ſiles, deceitful 
workers, transforming themſelves into the Apoſtles 
| of Chriſt. For my own Part I can ſcarcely for- 
) bear thinking, that St. Paul is directing his diſ- 
2 Bl courſe againſt the Quaters in prophecy, but moſt 
affuredly againſt ſome, that taught the ſame 
doctrine in his days. From what hath been 
e 8 faidin anſwer to theſe two quotations it may be 
ſe clearly inferred, that a reaſonable and juſt pro- 
I WF portion of the burthen of ſupporting the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt may be lawfully impoſed upon 
all ſubjects in every Chriſtian ſtate, and that 


there is a manifeſt iniquity in laying this burden 


the whole to make St. Paul's conduct at a par- 
D 2 ticular 


upon ſome, and totally exempting others. Upon A 
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ticular time, and under particular circumſtan- 


ces, which do not now exiſt ; and for a parti- 
cular reaſon, which now deſerves but little 
regard, an univerſal rule and law to bind the 
Church and State, in all ſucceeding ages, is 
moſt unreaſonable. And to ſay, that no other 
proviſion is to be made for the maintenance of 
Churches or Miniſters, now that Kings are be- 
come its nurſing fathers, and Queens, its nurſ- 
ing mothers, than what was or cou'd be made 
for it, when the whole World ſtood in oppoſi- 


tion againſt it, is both impious and abſurd. 


This is my firm perſuaſion, how juſtly, let the 
impartial reader judge. 

What has been ſaid is a full and ſufficient 
anſwer to all the quotations out of the writings 
of St. Paul, to which the publiſher of the rea- 
ſons hath referred us. And we do ſincerely 
ſubſcribe to St. Peter's exhortation, that all Mi- 
niſters are obliged to feed the flock of God, and 
to take the overſight thereof, not by conſtraint, 

but 


[ 41 ] 
but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, nor from a 
principle of avarice (which it is moſt unchari- 
table to charge them with, for receiving what 
the Legiſlature hath allotted them) but of a 
ready mind, 

And now to ſay, || that Tithes were not 
claimed for the three firſt centuries; that 


they were introduced in the Times of dark- 


neſs and apoſtacy; and that Tithes for the 


ſole uſe of the Pariſh Prieſt obtained not till the 
thirteenth, is nothing to the purpoſe. They 
are not claimed by any papal authority, nor by 
any divine right, that I know of; but by the 
Law of the Land, founded upon that general or- 
dinance of the Lord, that they, who preach the 
Goſpel, ſhou'd live of the Goſpel, and other ge- 
neral injunctions of like import, which I ſhall 
not now repeat. Upon this foundation they are 
claimed, and that moſt juſtly, by the Clergy, 

N as 


No wonder, that Tithes were not claim'd for the three firſt Centuries; for 
till the reign of Conflantine the Great, which did not commence till the beginning 


of the fourth Century, there was no Chriſtian civil Magiſtrate, that had authority 
to appoint them, | | 
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ticular time, and under particular circumſtan- 
ces, which do not now exiſt; and for a parti- 
cular reaſon, which now deſerves but little 
regard, an univerſal rule and law to bind the 
Church and State, in all ſucceeding ages, 1s 
moſt unreaſonable. And to ſay, that no other 
proviſion is to be made for the maintenance of 
Churches or Miniſters, now that Kings are be- 
come its nurſing fathers, and Queens, its nurf- 
ing mothers, than what was or cou'd be made 
for it, when the whole World ſtood in oppoſi- 
tion againſt it, is both impious and abſurd. 
This is my firm perſuaſion, how juſtly, let the 
impartial reader judge. 

What has been ſaid is a full and ſufficient 
anſwer to all the quotations out of the writings 
of St. Paul, to which the publiſher of the rea- 
ſons hath referred us. And we do ſincerely 
ſubſcribe to St. Peter's exhortation, that all Mi- 
niſters are obliged to feed the flock of God, and 
to take the overſight thereof, not by conſtraint, 


but 


oh. 


but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, nor from a 


principle of avarice (which it is moſt unchari- 


table to charge them with, for receiving what 


the Legiſlature hath allotted them) but of a 
ready mind, | 

And now to ſay, || that Tithes were not 
claimed for the three firſt centuries; that 


they were introduced in the Times of dark- 


neſs and apoſtacy; and that Tithes for the 


ſole uſe of the Pariſh Prieſt obtained not till the 
thirteenth, is nothing to the purpoſe. They 
are not claimed by any papal authority, nor by 
any divine right, that I know of; but by the 
Law of the Land, founded upon that general or- 


dinance of the Lord, that they, who preach the 


Goſpel, ſhou'd live of the Goſpel, and other ge- 
neral injunctions of like import, which I ſhall 
not now repeat. Upon this foundation they are 
claimed, and that moſt juſtly, by the Clergy, 

D 3 as 


No wonder, that Tithes were not claim'd for the three firſt Centuries; for 


till the reign of Conſſantine the Great, which did not commence till the beginning 


of the fourth Century, there was no Chriſtian civil Magiſtrate, that had authority 
to appoint them, 


| 
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as the proviſion for their ſupport, appointed by 
the Laws of the Land. And altho' it ſhou'd be 


admitted, that they were formerly granted by 
Princes or People bigoted to popery, and blind- 
ed by a miſguided zeal, or paid in compliance 
with the ordinances of Popes or decrees of po- 
piſh councils; yet being now the grant of Par- 
liament, and the payment thereof ordained by 
the Legiſlature, and made a part of the Law of 
the Land in this Kingdom, it is the duty of all, 
as ſubjects, to yield Obedience to that Law. 
Groundleſs ſcruples will not juſtify our non- 
compliance with a poſitive Law. This is the 


common ientiment of all Caſuiſts. Nor need I 


ſpend the reader's time or my own in proving it 
to be agreeable to truth and juſtice. And as to 
the penalties annexed to the non-compliance 
with the Law, I know. of none, but a power 
of compelling payment, where it is refuſed ; 
without which the Law wou'd loſe its effect. 
If any have uſed ſeverities in the execution of 


this 
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this Law, that were unneceſſary or unjuſtifiable, 
they are to be blamed, but that hurts not the 
equity of the Law. It is further urged by the 
publiſher,. “that the national Laws in this par- 
ticular are grounded on conſiderations inadmif- - 
ſible by the Qyakers, as they inforce the pay- 
ment of Tithes by a divine right, as due to 
God and Holy Church: Whoever therefore 
claims Tithe, or any other proviſion for the 
maintenance of the Clergy by the Laws, virtually 
claim, them as due by divine right. ＋ For the 
truth of this aſſertion they appeal to the Pream- 
ble to the act of the thirty-ſecond of Henry the 


D 4 ſeventh. 


+ It is ſuppoſed, that the Publiſher muſt mean the 27. Hen: VIII. c. 20, 
wherein it is ſet forth, that numbers of ill diſpoſed Perſons did withhold the whole 
or great part of their Tithes, as well perſonal as predial, due unto God and holy 
Church ; therefore this Law enforceth the payment of thoſe Tithes, which were 
due by ſome former Law, by virtue whereof they had been paid for many hundred 


. years before and may properly enough be ſaid to have been due to God and holy 


Church, as being appointed to be paid for the maintenance of the Church of Cod 
and his Miniſters, And therefore it will by no means follow, that he who claims 
them, doth virtually claim them as due by divine right, which obſervation en- 
tirely ſubverts the very foundation of the Quaker's ſcruple, See Keble's Stat: 27, 
Hen: VIII. c. 20, 


„ 
ſeventh. For the Law, ſay they, as far as we 


underſtand, grants them on no other conſider- 
ation, and therefore our reaſons againſt paying 
them are not invalidated by the reaſoning of ſuch 
as urge the Law of the Land againſt us.“ 
| To this I anſwer * that the Preamble of a 
Statute is deemed true, but ſuppoſing it to be 
otherwiſe, yet the Preamble ſhall not reſtrain 
the operation of the enacting part: And alſo 
that a Law may be enacted on many different 
conſiderations ; and if any one of them be a juſt 
and good one, it will be ſufficient to juſtify the 
Law, tho' the reſt had not been mentioned ; 
and to render our non-compliance with it an 
act of diſobedience. Suppoſe a man ſhou'd bring 
an action for the recovery of a debt, and ſhou'd 
alledge in his declaration, that the ſum demand- 
ed was due from the defendant both by the 
Laws of God and man, if he clearly proves, 
that the ſum demanded is due by the Laws of 
the 


* See Burn's Juſtice Int: P;'16, 
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the Land, is there a Jury in England, that 
wou' d not give a verdict for the plaintiff, tho 
he cou'd offer nothing in proof of the former 
part of his plea from Holy Scripture, but the 
general Laws of juſtice therein contained ? Or 
ſhou'd any man be ſued for Tithe in a proper 
Court, wou'd a judge give ſentence in his fa- 
vour, if he had nothing elſe to plead, but the 
words of the Preamble to the Act above-men- 
tioned and his own groundleſs ſcruples ? I trow 
not. If ſuch pleas and ſcruples were to be ad- 
mitted, it is eaſy to ſee, how all Laws * 
Taxes might be evaded. 

Our opponents further ſay, that the Law 
grants theſe particular Taxes on no other con- 
ſideration than, that they are due by a divine 
right (concerning which I have expreſſed my 
ſentiments before, without pretending to pre- 
clude other men's judgements in the matter :) 
but in this he is miſtaken, yea he contradias 
himſelf. For he hath obſerved, that the Law 


grants, 


( 46 ] 
grants, and the Clergy claim them, as a legal 
proviſion for their maintenance ; and therefore 
his reaſons againſt paying them are invalidated 
by the reaſoning of ſuch, as urge the Law of 
the Land againſt them. 

Yet further, ſays the publiſher in the name 
of the whole Fraternity, „our ſcruple is really 
conſcientious, we think our Saviour hath utterly 
aboliſhed Tithes with the ceremonial Law, to 
which they belonged ; and hath virtually pro- 
hibited all extorted maintenance to Goſpel- Mi- 
niſters.” As to his thinking, that our Saviour 
hath aboliſhed Tithes with the ceremonial Law, 
to which they belonged, and virtually prohibit- 
ed all extorted maintenance to Goſpel-Miniſters; 


I can truly ſay, that he hath aſſigned no reaſon 


for his thinking ſo, but one miſinterpreted 
expreſſion of our Saviour to his Diſciples, 
&« Freely ye have received, freely give,” for the 


true meaning of which I refer my reader to what 


hath been ſaid above upon that ſubject. And on 
the 
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the contrary I do affirm, that our Saviour never 
meant to aboliſh Tithes but left them as he 
found them, as indeed he did all thoſe || pre- 
cepts, which are comprehended in the judicial 

part of Moſes Law, of which I ſuppoſe that 
appointing the payment of Tithes to be one. 

The Laws of ſacrifices had their completion in 

his all- ſufficient ſacrifice, which they prefigur- 

| ed, and from which they derived all their ef- 
ficacy ; and conſequently were ſuperſeded by it, 
and are no longer in force; neither, after his 
r 3 oblation of himſelf, was there any neceſſity for 
the application of any part of the Money ariſing 
from Tithes in the proviſion of victims for the 
5 daily and yearly ſacrifices, that were appointed 
by the Law. But this conſequence of our Sa- 


viour's 
. N. B. The judicial precepts of the Law given by Moſes to the Jets were no 
other than the Civil Laws of that particular Nation, and do no more bind Chriſ- 
tians to obedience than the Laws of the Medes and Perfians did bind any other ate 


which had no dependence on them; and therefore no argument for or againſt the 


payment of Tithes can be thence deduced, that ſhall be binding to any other 
Nation, | 
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viour's offering up himſelf a ſacrifice of atone- 
ment, once for all, did by no means deprive the 
Levites of their right to receive from their bre- 
thren, the tenth part of the fruits of their 
Land, which was allotted them inſtead of the 
twelfth part of the Land itſelf, to which had 
not this proviſion been made, they had as good 
a right, as any of the other Tribes to the part 
aſſigned to them, when To/hua divided the pro- 
miſed inheritance amongſt them. The Tithes 
were given, not for the repairs of the Temple, 
which was not then built; no, nor for pro— 
viding the daily or yearly ſacrifices only, but 
alſo for the maintenance of the whole tribe of 
Levi throughout the whole Land to all ſuc- 
ceeding generations. * And to have taken away 
this proviſion without ſubſtituting another, wou'd 
have been to reduce, it may reaſonably be preſum- 
ed, fifty Thouſand families. at the leaſt, to a ſtarv- 
ing condition at a ſtroke, in which there wou'd 
have been both great injuſtice and cruelty. But 
our 


See the Note, P: ag, 2. A- 
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ourSaviour had no ſuch intention. And had the 
whole Jewiſh nation been converted to Chriſtiani- 
ty, and the payment of Tithes been found incon- 
ſiſtent with the Goſpel diſpenſation, nodoubt, an 
equiyalent wou'd have been made, or at leaſt a legal 
proviſion, for the ſupport of the Levites and their 
families; it being altogether unreaſonable to de- 
prive them of their inheritance, becauſe their ſer- 
vices in the Temple were no longer neceſſary. And 
therefore think I may ſafely ſay, that our Saviour 
hath not aboliſhed Tithes, together with the 
ceremonial Law, as the publiſher of the reaſons 
thinks. Upon what grounds therefore he, in 
the name of the Fraternity, can ſay, that our 
Saviour hath virtually prohibited all legal main- 
tenance to Goſpel-Miniſters, I cannot, after 
ſearching long, find out. If a legal mainte- 
nance be appointed, there muſt be a power of 
compelling payment ſomewhere; or it will 
never be paid, If it be extorted, they them- 
ſelves are the cauſe. But I have faid enough 


of this before, and ſhall not tire my reader with 


needleſs 


My 
g 


is an obligation, that lies upon every ſubject, 


ariſing neceſſarily from the very exiſtence of 
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needleſs repetition. Had the publiſher, inſtead 
of ſaying, that our Saviour hath virtually pro- 
hibited &c. produced one expreſs prohibition, 
we muſt have given up the cauſe ; but his ſay- 
ing, that our Saviour hath virtually prohibited 
&c. plainly implies, that he cou'd not: And 
yet an expreſs prohibition is neceſſary to juſtify 
diſobedience to an expreſs injunction of the civil 
authority. For that every man ſhou'd bear a part 


of a common burden + according to his ability 


ſociety. 
Yet ſtill he infiſts, that our Saviour hath | 


virtually prohibited the payment of Tithes; and 
faith it is evident, that he hath, from the whole 


tenor of the writings of his immediate follow- * 
ers, who ſo believed and ſo ated. As to | 
actions, 

+ Ab oneribus, que patrimonjis, vel Poſſeſſionibus indicuntur nulla privilegia 


preſtant vacationem etc: Zouch Part 4, Set: 8. Ad. hec extendit neceſſaria, 
que univerſes Subditos adftringit obligatie, ibid; 
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actions, if he means, that the Apoſtles and 
primitive Chriſtians never laid any claim to 


Tithes, he is in the right; for indeed they had 


' 
| 
' 
N 
1 
1 
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no ſort of right to them; and therefore we may 
be ſure, they neither did nor wou'd claim 
them. But as to their belief, that they had a 
right to a ſupport from their converts in con- 
| ſideration of their labours amon gſt them, St. 
Paul hath aſſerted it in the moſt intelligible 
terms; telling the Theſſalonians, I that tho they 


had wrought with labour and travail, night and 
day, that they might not be chargeable to any of 
them, yet it was not, becauſe they had not power, 
er might not have been burdenſome, as the Apoſtles 
a 8 Chriſt. Give me leave to repeat more at 
e large, what the Apoſtle hath ſaid to the Corin- 
thians, 1 Epiſ: ch: 9. © Have not we power 
to eat and to drink? Or I only and Barnabas, 
have not we power to forbear working? Who 


goeth a warfare at any time at his own charges? _ 


Who 


egia 
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Who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the 


fruit thereof? Or who feedeth a flock and 
eateth not of the milk of the flock ? Say I theſe 


things, as a man? Or faith not the Law the 
ſame alſo? For it is written, Thou ſhalt not 
muzzle the ox, that, treadeth out the corn: 


Doth God take Wy oxen ? Or faith he it al- : 


together for our ſakes? For our ſakes, no doubt 


this is written, that he, that pleweth, ſhou'd J 
plow in hope, and that he, that threſheth in , 
hope, ſhou'd be partaker of his hope. If 'we | * 
have ſown unto you ſpiritual things, is it a | © 
great matter, if we ſhall reap your carnal things? * 
If others be partakers of this power, are not we 1 
rather? Nevertheleſs we have not uſed this | * 

power; but ſuffer all things, leſt we ſhou'd 'n 

| hinder the Goſpel of CHriſt. Do ye not know, 8 
that they, which miniſter about holy things, E. 
live of the things of the Temple? And that ha 
they, which wait at the Altar, are partakers TY 
with the Altar ? Even ſo hath the Lord or- > 


dained, 


—— 


n WE EO IE 


T7 
dained, that they, which preach the Goſpel, 
ſhould live of the Goſpel.” x: 

It wou'd be tedious to write a paraphraſe up- 


on theſe words. Every one, that is not wilful- 


ly and obſtinately blind, may ſee, that tho' the 


Apoſtle wrought night and day, that he might 


not be chargeable to any; yet it was not, be- 


cauſe he had not power to forbear working, as 
well as other Apoſtles; nor becauſe he had not 
authority to claim and receive ſupport from his 
converts, tho' for the reaſons, aſſigned by him, 
he uſed it not. That a ſettled maintenance be- 
ing appointed for the Miniſters under the Law, 


is an argument a fortiori, not againſt, but for 


ſuch legal appointment under the Goſpel, the 


neceſſity and equity of the thing ſtill remain- 


ing. Otherwiſe the outward appearance of the 
King's daughter, who is ſo glorious within, 
will be mean indeed. He may ſee, I fay, that 
he, that threſheth in hope, ſhou'd be partaker 


of his hope, not only of an eternal reward, but 
alſo 


E 


alſo of a temporal ſabſiſtence at leaſt; both 


which miniſter about holy things, live of the 
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which he may have in view, without any in- 
conſiſtency, if the latter be entertained in due 


ſubordination to the former ; and that as they, 


things of the Temple, and they, which wait 
at the Altar, both among Jews and Gentiles, 
are partakers with the Altar, even ſo hath the 
Lord ordained, that they, who preach the Goſ- 
pel, ſhou'd live of the Goſpel. | 
Do we then claim this maintenance by the 
Law given by Moſes, or by virtue of any cuſ- 
tom amongſt the Gentiles ? Not at all; but 
that as l it is agreeable to the ſentiments of man- 
kind in general, and to the intention and will 
of God Himſelf, manifeſted in the Law, given 
by N49 to the Jews, and in the Goſpel alſo, 
that a competent proviſion of ſome kind ſhovu' 
be eſtabliſhed by the civil Magiſtrate, for the 
maintenance of Goſpel-Minifters, and hat 
been eſtabliſhed . What is ſo ap 


pointe 
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pointed is due to the Miniſters, and will con- 
tinue ſo to be, till the Law, by which it is 
appointed, is repealed. And therefore nothing, 
that the Publiſher of the reaſons for the Quak- 
ers' non-payment of Tithes hath ſaid, founded 
on the ſuppoſition of their being claimed by a 
divine right, is ſufficient to invalidate the claim 
by legal eſtabliſhment. For the Clergy do not 
claim thoſe appointments (Tithes or not Tithes, 


it is not material) by divine right; but as a 
2 proviſion made by the Laws of the Land for | 


their ſupport. 

Thus have I anſwered all the reaſons offered 
by the publiſher in juſtification, of the Quaker' 8 
diſobedience to the injunctions of their lawful | 
ſuperiors in this matter: And I humbly conceive 
on much more inconteſtable, principles than 4 
tlioſe, on which his reaſons are founded, And 
ſhou d have now concluded, but that I cannot 
forbear taking notice of his great inſincerity 

E 2 | in 
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alſo of a temporal ſubſiſtence at leaſt, both 


which he may have in view, without any in- 
conſiſtency, if the latter be entertained in due 
ſubordination to the former ; and that as they, | 
which miniſter about holy things, live of the 
things of the Temple, and they, which wait 
at the Altar, both among Jews and Gentiles, 
are partakers with the Altar, even ſo [hath the 
Lord ordained, that they, who preach the Goſ- 
pel, ſhou'd live of the Goſpel. 


Do we then claim this maintenance by the 


Law given by Mo/es, or by virtue of any cuſ-W 
tom amongſt the Gentiles ? Not at all; but ; 
that as it is agreeable to the ſentiments of man- 
kind in general, and to the intention and will 5 
of God himſelf, manifeſted in the Law, given 
by Moſes to the Fews, and in the Goſpel alſo 
that a competent proviſion of ſome kind ſhou't 
be eſtabliſhed by the civil Magiſtrate, for tht 
maintenance of Goſpel-Minifters, and-. hath 
been eſtabliſhed accordingly, What is ſo ap 


pointe 
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pointed is due to the Miniſters, and will con- 
tinue ſo to be, till the Law, by which it is 
appointed, is repealed. And therefore nothing, 
that the Publiſher of the reaſons for the Quak- 
ers' non-payment of Tithes hath ſaid, founded 
on the ſuppoſition of their being claimed by a 
divine right, is ſufficient to invalidate the claim 
by legal eſtabliſhment. For the Clergy do not 
claim thoſe appointments (Tithes or not Tithes, 
it 18 not material) by divine right; but as a 


2 proviſion made by the Laws of the Land for 


their ſupport. 

Thus have I anſwered all the reaſons offered 
by the publiſher in juſtification, of the Quaker's 
diſobedience to the injunctions. of their lawful 


ſuperiors in this matter: And I humbly conceive 


on much more inconteſtable, principles than 
thoſe, on which his reaſons are founded. And | 
ſhou'd have now concluded, but that I cannot 
forbear taking notice of his great inſincerity 

E 2 | in 
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in ſearching the ſcripture for ſeeming arguments 


in defence of his hypotheſis, and yet paſſing 
over ſo many clear and full paſſages, which 
were point- blank againſt it. But this is the 
trade of all Sophiſters, who ſeek not for the 
truth with an upright and honeſt heart, but 
for any ſpecious arguments to ſupport their fa- 
vourite tenets, true or falſe. And this they, 
have learnt from their forefathers, the Jeſuits, 


who when they cou'd not prevent the reforma- 


tion of their ſuperſtitions, idolatries and, I 


might have added, their extortions and other 


horrible immoralities and impieties, were re- 
ſolved to deform it; and for that purpoſe, 
ſearched the hiſtories of the Church for all the 
hereſies, that had appeared in it from the in- 
fancy of Chriſtianity to that day; ſelecting 
+ ſuch, as they imagined, wou'd go down the 
"i molt glibly with a people prepared for the re- 
ception of their deluſions by an implicit faith, 


and 


judge for himſelf. Barclays Defence ſhews 


EW 3 


and that profound ignorance, in which they 


had immerged them. And to this we muſt 
attribute many of thoſe erroneous doctrines, 
which have given names to various ſects a- 
mongſt us, ſome of which are almoſt forgotten, 
too many yet remaining, by which the refor- 
mation hath been greatly obſtructed and de- 
formed. And whether the Quakers do not fall 


under this predicament, I leave the reader to 


plainly, that he was deeply learned in all the 
wiſdom of the Schools and Jeſuits, as any one, 
that hath compared the writings of both, can- 
not but know*. Some of thoſe Wolves in 
Sheep's clothing were diſcovered and ſuffered 
the puniſhment, they deſerved. One of their 
methods of deception was, firſt to lcok out for 
ſome text of ſcripture, that was moſt liable to 


E 3 _ 


See Smallat's Hiſtory, Vol: 6, P: 326. 
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miſinter pretation, and having detached it from 


the context, they aſſigned it an unlimited ſig- 
nification, altho' it was plainly limited by the 
context, or contrariwiſe. Thus our Saviour 
having prohibited his diſciples to ſwear at all 
in common converſation || by the Heaven, or 
the Earth, or the Temple, or the Altar, or 
7 

| There is a remarkable paſſage in Mart : 8 which ſeems to me ö 
contribute much to the right underſtanding of this prohibition. The Poet ad- 


drefling himſelf to a Jew, who denied ſome wicked action of which he was 


accus'd, faith, 
Efce negas, juraſque mihi per templa tonantis 
Non credo, jura, Verpe, per Anchialum, 

Lo thou denieſt and ſweareſt by Heaven, I do not believe thee, ſwear by An- 
chialus (i, e.) by the living God, for Anchialus is a compound of three Hebrew 
Words phy Ne or TIN VION Genifying as the Lord liveth, which 
plainly ſhews, that the Fezvs thought this latter form of an Oath to be moſt ſacred, 
and other Oaths by Heaven or Earth or tbe Temple, us'd much in common Diſ- 
courſe, as little more than Flouxiſh, that had no great harm in them, altho” they 
did not ſpeak the Truth, when they us'd them; and alſo, that this Prevarication 
of the Jetos, in the uſe of ſuch Oaths, was notorious to other Nations, Againſt 
this abuſe of ſuch Oaths and ſuch vile Prevarication, our Saviour's whole Diſcourſe 
is manifeſtly level'd not againſt ſwearing truly before a Magiſtrate for the determi- 


nation 


d- 


1 


any other creature, as the Jews were wont to do, 
falſely imagining they were in no danger of in- 
volving themſelves in the guilt of perjury by fo 
doing, ſo long as they abſtained from the uſe of 
the moſt ſacred name of God, theſe deceivers ex- 
tended the prohibition ſo, as to exclude the uſe of 
lawful oaths on ſolemn occaſions, when adminif- 
tered and taken in truth, in judgment and in 
righteouſneſs; which being ſolemn appeals to 
God, as the great patron of truth and juſtice, 


nation of Juſtice or the Security of the public Peace; for that wou'd have been to 
prohibit both the beſt method of erding Controverſies and an high act of religious 
worſhip, an Oath being not only a folemn appeal to the Divine Omniſcience from 
which nothing cau be hid, but a direct acknowledgment of God, as the great Patron 
and Protector of right, and Avenger of Falſhood. This Interpretation 1 ſhall 
now take for granted, for that it is according do truth, all Men af Learning (1 was 
almoſt tempted to have ſaid, all Men of common Senſe) are agreed. The words 
of our Saviour at the cloſe of his Doctrine concerning Oaths, Let your Com- 
munication be yea, yes; Nay, nay, For whatſoever is more than theſe cometh of 
Evil,“ do plainly ſhew, that he intended to limit the prohibition to all Oaths in 
common Converſation, and to Oaths by any creature univerſally, not to ſolemn 
Oaths by the ſacred name of God rightly circumſtantiated, when the ſecurity of the 


public Peace, or the Determination of Juſtice, or the Confirmation of the Truth, 
require, 
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and avenger of wrong and deceit, do honour 


to him; and are neceſſary, as confirmations of 
the truth to the putting an end to ſtrife, and 
the determination of all cauſes in courts of Juſ- 
tice, and alſo to the ſecurity of civil govern- 
ment ; and as ſuch, are enjoined and have been 

required, by Laws both divine and human. 
|| Thus have they repreſented the Holy Scrip= 
ture, as inconſiſtent with itſelf, enjoining in 
one place, what it prohibits in another, and 
rendered it contemptible and ſuſpected, as not 
being of divine Revelation, by their interpre- 
tations. And this has been their artifice in the 
preſent caſe, as appears moſt plainly, from 
what has been ſaid in the former part of this 
debate. Greatly vexed to think that England 
ſhou'd be no longer a garden of delights to 
them, and that the Pope ſhou'd no longer have 
reaſon 


j| Heb: 6. 16. An oath for confirmation is to men an end of all ſtrife. Jer: 
i, 2. And thou ſhalt ſwear the Lord liveth, &c, 
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reaſon to ſay with aſtoniſhment, when he 
viewed the vaſt heaps of wealth in the Apoſ- 
tolic chamber, that flowed from all parts of 
Chriſtendom to Rome, (and from no part in 
greater plenty than from this nation, to the 
great impoveriſhment both of King and People,) 
＋ Is it not amazing to think, what heaps of 
wealth that fable of Chriſt hath brought in to 
us?“ Greatly vexed, I ſay, to think of theſe 
things, they reſolved if poſſible to deprive the 


Reformers of all legal maintenance, that better 


gleanings might remain for themſelves amongſt 


thoſe, they cou'd ſtill detain in their former 


ignorance and ſuperſtition. And for that rea- 
ſon, they extended thoſe words of our Saviour, 
% Freely ye have received, freely give,” be- 
yond all reaſonable bounds. As if he had ab- 
ſolutely prohibited all Magiſtrates to make any 

legal 
+ Quantas divitias comparavit nobis hee fabula Chriſti! Vere enim hortusde- 


liciarum Papis fuit tum Anglia, & puteus inexhauſtus, Innecent 4. Pap. 
id: Rom: Horſeleech. Title-Page, 5 


0 
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legal proviſion for his Church, and all Miniſters 


to receive it. 

Let us now apply what hath been ſaid to our 
preſent purpoſe ; I have confidered all the Texts 
quoted by the publiſher of the Quakers' rea- 
ſons for not paying the legal appointments for 
the maintenance of Goſpel-Miniſters, and plain- 
ly ſhewn, that they will not juſtify their prac- 
tice, and alſo how they may be reconciled with 
thoſe Texts, which have been produced by 
me, and do prove ſuch appointments to be 
lawful and expedient. Let him ſhew, how 
theſe latter texts of Holy Scripture can be re- 
conciled with thoſe, produced by him, as he 
hath interpreted them; and then we ſhall be 
both bewildered, and need a. better Caſuiſt, 
than either, or both of us, to lead us out of 
the labyrinth: Or we ſhall leave the Holy 


Scripture under a ſuſpicion of comprizing in- 


confiſtencies, which it never does. The texts 
produced 


LF - 

produced by me are as legible, as thoſe by him. 
He ought therefore to have ſhewn their conſiſ- 

*  tency : This he hath not done. And therefore 
we may be ſure, he cou'd not, according to the 


interpretation, he had put upon thoſe quoted 
© by himſelf. 

Vet ſtill the ſcruple remains, and they muſt 
obey God rather than Man. Doubtleſs, but 
diſobedience to the lawful ordinances of man 
is diſobedience to God toot. For God hath 
commanded us to be ſubject to the higher 
powers, and to ſubmit to every ordinance of 
man, as both St. Paul and St. Peter teſtify, for 
the Lord's or for conſcience fake. Yes, but 
then the human ordinance muſt not be contrary 
to the divine: And the ſcruple remains. Let 


us indulge our fancy for a time. Suppoſe a 
new act of Parliament were made, and part of 
theſe 


4 Rom: 136 1.25. Tit: Je 1. 1 pet: 2+ 13. 
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theſe appointments appropriated to the repairs 


of the Quakers' conventicles, cou'd any man 
ſay, that it wou'd be a ſin to pay his propor- 
tion of thoſe appointments, or wou'd the Fra- 
ternity think it a ſin to receive it? I preſume, 
they wou'd think the caſe altered, and that it 
was no fin to receive it. A man may lawfully 
pay a Tax, without being anſwerable for the 
application. I think that anſwer given by our 
Saviour to the captious queſtion of the Phari- 
ſees, (Is it lawful to give tribute to Cæſar or 
not?) might remove the ſcruple; © Render un- 
to Caſar, the things that are Cæſar's, and 
unto God the things that are God's; tho 
perhaps ſome of thoſe Taxes might be applied 
to the maintenance of Heathen Prieſts and 
Temples. And truly I am not without hope, 
that the Fraternity may think, theſe appoint- 
ments are applied to better purpoſes; and that 
as much obedience is due to Chriſtian, as to 

Heathen 


l 

Heathen Governors. To this I might add, 
that,upon another occaſion, our Saviour choſe 
to work a miracle rather than not to pay a 
tribute, that was demanded of him. In ſhort, 
a ſcruple is a doubtful opinion, but the pay- 
ment of legal Taxes is a certain duty; and if 
a doubtful opinion can ſuperſede the neceſſity 
of obedience to certain duties, great confuſion 
and diſorder muſt enſue. It becomes ſuch ſcru- 
pulous perſons to lay aſide their prejudices, and 
to conſider well upon what foundation their ſcru- 
ples are built; and if that be found faulty, to 
reject them. If after ſuch conſideration their 
prejudices are ſo ſtrong as to exclude convic- 
tion, and they are ſtill of the ſame opinion, 
that their obedience wou'd be criminal, (tho' 
in truth, were it not for their groundleſs ſcru- 
ple, it wou'd not be ſo) then their conſcience, 


which 


|| Matt: 17. 27. 


191 
which is the judgment of the mind concerning 
the morality of their actions, will be found to 
be erroneous; and they cannot avoid fin, whe- 
ther they act according to its dictates or againſt 
them: An unhappy ſtate in which, I am per- 
ſuaded, no man needs to remain long, if caſt- 
ing away his own vain conceits and ill- grounded 
prejudices, and making uſe of all the means 
of information, that God hath afforded him, 
he will ſearch after truth with an honeſt heart, 
and liften attentively to the voice of reaſon and 
revelation, If this method had been purſued 
by our opponents, I preſume, they muſt, in 
uf ſpite of jeſuitical ſophiſtry, have diſcovered 
4 the lawfulneſs of paying their proportion ol 
it the legal appointments for the maintenance o 
Goſpel-Miniſters. 5 
And now to ſay, that no man, nor body o 
men, is infallible, as if the Legiſlators wer: 
miſtaken in making this law, and the Quaker 
| wile! 


Vere 


1 
wiſer than they, bears the appearance of great 


vanity. For ſurely they are as liable to be miſ- 1 


taken or deceived, as their Governors. But 
the ſole dominion of conſcience belongs toGod.” 
Will it therefore follow, that theſe Governors 
cannot make Laws, that ſhall be binding to 
their ſubjects in things lawful ? No ſurely ; 
for that conſequence wou'd ſubvert all human 
Government at a blaſt. It is incumbent upon 
them therefore, firſt to prove the ſubject mat- 
ter of this Law to be contrary to a divine Law; 


or more plainly, that the appointment of civil 
Governments for the maintenance of Goſpel- 


Miniſters is prohibited by ſome divine Law, 
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which they neither have done nor ever can do; 


or it is a mere begging of the queſtion to ſay, 


that the ſole dominion of conſcience belongs to 


God, and therefore they cannot pay their part F 
of theſe appointments. In ſhort, taking thoſe 


ceived, 


words of our Saviour, „ Freely ye have re- 


11 
ceived, freely give, (the only text in the Holy 
Scriptures, which was in any degree liable to 
ſuch miſinterpretation) in their own ſenſe, and 
they will only reſtrain the Miniſters from re- 
ceiving, not the ſubject, when a Law is made 
for that purpoſe, either from giving or paying. 
The ſcruple therefore properly lies upon the 


Miniſter, and not upon the Fraternity. But 
indeed thoſe words of our Saviour do neither 
condemn the Miniſter for receiving, nor juſtify 
the ſubject, of what denomination ſoever he 
be, in not paying his proportion of that ap- 
pointment; for certainly both he, that is taught; 
and he, that teacheth ; may freely give and 
freely receive, the one his ſpiritual, the other 
his temporal good things. 

But theſe friendly Anti-Levites pretend, they 
cannot in conſcience obey this Law. And if 
it be put in execution by the moſt gentle me- 
thods, that can be deviſed to give the Law it's 
| effect, 


[ 6 1 
effect, which they themſelves make neceſſary, 


they call this perſecution, and immediately dub 
themſelves Martyrs for ſuffering it, as they ſay, 
, for conſcience* ſake, And are as ſure of the 
divine approbation of their diſebedience to this 
Law, as Shadrach, Meſhach and Abednego, who 
© Þf choſe to be caſt into the burning fiery furnace, 
t rather than fall down and worſhip the golden 
r image, which Nebuchadnezzar had ſet up; or 
as Daniel, who was caſt into the den of Lions 
for diſobeying an impious Law of the Medes 


and Perfians ; or as our firſt reformers, who, 
; rather than renounce the truth, and ſubſcribe 
I If their aſſent and conſent to all the impoſitions, 
cruelties, ſuperſtitions and idolatries of the 
Church of Rome, choſe to expire in the midſt 
of flames, were or cou'd be. || What ſerious 


man can forbear to ſmile at the compariſon ? 


This is to compare great things with ſmall with 
a witneſs, Happy publiſher ! thou haſt found 
F _ 


Sie paryis componere magna ſolebam. Varg:. Eccl: 1. v. 24. 
1 F 4 5 a ; . i | 
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| out 7 why to entitle thy friends to a glorious 


A Crown of Martyrdom for diſobedience to a juſt 
and equitable Law. Enjoy thoſe inconteſtable 


principles, by which thou haſt ſo fully an- 
ſwered the reaſonings of thoſe, who urge the 
Law of the Land againſt thy reaſons. The 
Law is equitable and juſt, and will bind every 
ſubject to compliance, till it is repealed ; and 
juſtify thoſe, whoſe office it is, in the uſe of 
all neceſſary and legal means, to put it in exe- 
cution. FP 
1 From a review of what hath been Laid, theſe 
it three ſhort corollaries may fairly be deduced; 
2 firſt, that when there appears a ſeeming con- 
trariety in the Holy Scriptures, we ſhou'd im- 
pute that appearance to our own ignorance or 
ae, and not to any inconſiſtency in the 


. Scriptures themſelves. 
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WE 20 . wdly, that every honeſt enquirer after 
2 1 take as much notice of thoſe texts, 
3 175 FF 


_— 2 gr ſeem to, militate againſt his 


opinion, 


n 


opinion, be it right or Wrong, a9: thoſe, — | 
which he conceives, ſupport it ; otherwiſe he 
will act the Sophiſter, and not the honeſt En- 
quirer, unable either to find the truth himſelf, 


or to communicate it to others. 


Laſtly, that it is the duty of all collectors 
to gather the Taxes, belonging to their ſeve- 
ral departments, with impartiality and induſ- 
try. Favours and exemptions to ſome are ma- 


nifeſt injuries to others. For all deficiencies 


in public funds muſt be made up by, and con- 
ſequently will fall upon, the community at 
laſt, Y 


- 


To the Reader, 1. 12, for hene 4, read rm d. 
en. P. x, 1. 5, for faperfrudiive read 


fuperſtrufture, 
P. 36, 1. 9, for l read require, 


P. 43, I. 11, for claim, read claims. 
P. 48, Note for P. 29, read Page 24. 
P. 52, I. 7, for of ore, read for oxen. 
. Ibid. I. 9, for pleweth, read ploweth, 

P. 67, I. 1, for bear, read bears. 


P. 69, Note for Verg, reag Pi. 


